Student Success Portfolio Program
Monthly Discussion Starters
In the upcoming months, we will be posting “Monthly Discussion Starters” on the website as well as placing some in our KIT magazines.  These are simply suggested questions you can use with your student relative to spark some discussion about their portfolios.  You may have other conversations which arise spontaneously once you are talking and that is great!  Each conversation will be different because of your unique relationship with your student relative.  These “Monthly Discussion Starters” are suggestions to get those conversations started and support your student relative to build a meaningful comprehensive portfolio.
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September Discussion Starters

 For one of your first discussion starters with your student relative, you may want to talk about how they will use the 13 sections within their portfolio.  They do not have to use all of them but may want to select to put labels on some of them to help sort their entries as they collect them.  Here are some ideas for 5 questions you could ask which will initiate this conversation.  
1. How will you divide up your entries you collect in your portfolio?
2. Will you use all 13 sections? If the student is in Grade 11, will you use part of the portfolio this year and leave some blank for next year when you are in Grade 12? 
3. What would be some good labels to put on your sections? 
4. Will you use the four sections from the Student Award criteria:  Transcripts, Community Involvement, School-related Activities and Reference Letters?
5. Will you use the 8 ideas from the enclosure “Student Success Portfolio Checklist”?

By having these ideas planted in their minds as they start their collection, it will help them to find their entries and sort them as they build their portfolio.





